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of 300 volumes has been procured, and a beautiful bronze tablet was 
erected in 1904 as a further memorial of the hero of Wyoming. 

The work of the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society deserves 
the highest praise. F. W. Hodge. 

Columbus, Ramon Pane and the Beginnings of American Anthropology. 
By Edward Gaylord Bourne, Professor of History in Yale University. 
Reprinted from the Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society. 
Worcester: 1906. 8°, 41 p. 

There is probably no one more deeply versed in the history of the 
great discovery than the author of the above memoir, consequently a 
word from him on the very beginnings of American anthropology is not 
likely to be passed unnoticed by students of the first inhabitants of the 
New World. 

In this most interesting and valuable article Professor Bourne justly 
characterizes Columbus as in a sense " the founder of American Anthro- 
pology," for he " not only revealed the field of our studies to the world, 
but actually in person set on foot the first systematic study of American 
primitive custom, religion and folklore ever undertaken." In addition 
to his interest in the subject of the Indians, as shown by his letters, 
Columbus commissioned Fray Ramon Pane (not Roman Pane as he is 
usually but mistakenly called) "to collect all their ceremonies and an- 
tiquities." Pane's report, says Professor Bourne, "is not only the first 
treatise ever written in the field of American antiquities, but to this day 
remains our most authentic record of the religion and folk-lore of the 
long since extinct Tainos, the aboriginal inhabitants of Haiti." 

Professor Bourne prints a translation of Ferdinand Columbus's abridg- 
ment of his father's account of the religion of primitive Hayti, which 
deals especially with the use of cemis (the word, it is shown, is accented 
on the last syllable), or fetishes, followed by a critical study of Pane's 
important work, with a list of writings useful to the student of the sub- 
ject. The great importance of the friar's treatise may be seen from the 
range of its contents, which includes a cosmogony, a creation legend, an 
Amazon legend, a legend which offers interesting evidence that syphilis 
was an indigenous and ancient disease in America at the time of the dis- 
covery, a flood and ocean legend, a tobacco legend, a sun and moon 
legend, a long account of the Haytian medicine-men, an account of the 
making of their cemis, of the ritualistic use of tobacco, a current native 
prophecy of the appearance in the island of a race of clothed people, 
and lastly a brief report of the earliest conversions to Christianity in the 



204 AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGIST [n. s., 9, 1907 

island and of the first native martyrs. These twenty-six chapters occupy 
pages 12-31 of Professor Bourne's paper, which closes with an epitome 
of the Eden translation of the treatise of Fray Ramon inserted by Peter 
Martyr in his De Rebus Oceania's et Notio Orbe with some emendations. 
Students of the aborigines of the West Indies will be thankful to 
Professor Bourne for making so readily accessible these sources of infor- 
mation, and for his critical notes on the epitomes of Peter Martyr and 
Las Casas. F. W. Hodge. 
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Ethiopic Texts, from the British Museum MS. Oriental 723, edited with 
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Waldebban Version. London: 1906. Privately printed for Lady 
Meux. Two parts, folio, lxiii, 396, 141 pp., 165 colored pi. 

Burnand, Aug. Le Colonel Henry Bouquet Vainqueur des Peaux- 
Rouges del' Ohio. Lausanne: Imprimerie Lucien Vincent, 1906. 8°, 
76 pp., 2 pi. (Extrait de la Revue historique vaudoise.) 

Densmore, Frances. The Plea of our Brown Brother, and Ke-wa- 
kun-ah, the Homeward Way. Two Indian Sketches, with Introduction 
by Hon. Francis E. Leupp, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Chilocco : 
Indian Print Shop Press, 1906. 8°, 8 11., 2 pi. 

Two sympathetic sketches by an earnest student of the Indians, particularly of their 
music. The 1 mechanical part is the work of the Chilocco Indian School and is highly 
creditable in every way. 

Dorsey, Ella Loraine. Pocahontas. Second edition. Washing- 
ton : The Howard Press, 1906. 8°, 58 pp., ill. 

The author has assembled much material regarding the life of this celebrated Vir- 
ginia squaw. 

Dorsey, George A. The Pawnee. Mythology (Part I). Col- 
lected under the Auspices of the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 
Washington : Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1906. Roy. 8°, 
546 pp. 

Of the 148 myths given, numbers I to 38 are " True Stories of the Heavenly beings," 
39 to 76 are tales of Ready-to-Give, 77 to 1 16 are on the The Origin of Medicine Cere- 
monies or Power, and 117 to 148 are Coyote tales. Pages 473 to 546 are devoted to 
abstracts of the myths. To be reviewed in a forthcoming issue. 



